). When the mice were immunized with either chick or bovine collagen, the female mice had an earlier onset of disease and higher levels of incidence and freqency of arthritis at every time point evaluated than the male mice ( 
Discussion
In these experiments, we have shown that under low density/low stress housing conditions, genetically susceptible DBA/1LacJ female mice exhibit earlier onset of disease and higher disease incidence when using either chick or bovine type II collagen immunization than male mice in the traditional CIA model. The higher female than male arthritic response is contrary to what has been reported. 5 The lower CIA response in male mice housed under 
